
THE SPIN 
 

Following the discussion of several tales of persons involved in uninitiated spin training, or accidental 
participation in unanticipated spin maneuver, and the discussion of self taught spins gone bad Bill 

Tinkler was asked to provide input from his vast library reference of vintage documents for the 
education of others. 

 
Spins are an acrobatic/aerobatic maneuver, and like all unusual operations should not be attempted 

without proper instruction in proper equipment with full safety gear and precautions.    
 

To do otherwise is foolish.   
 

  Spins are not themselves inherently dangerous, but any botched entry or exit can overstress the airplane 
severely, or result in unfortunate damage to the aircraft and damage to the pilot.  If you are a Luscombe 
owner, your airplane is a 60+  year old design, and likely has been modified and repaired many times.  
Despite maintenance to maintain ‘type design’,  there are changes in condition likely to exist of which 

the operator is unaware, and for which operational  discretion should be undertaken. 
 

Please read and enjoy.  The end of this section is a reprint of the CIVIL PILOT TRAINING MANUAL , 
Civil Aeronautic Bulletin #23 dated September 1940, provided by Bill Tinkler from his vast aviation 

library.  
(My library is only half vast)  

 
This section is dedicated to Bill whom I regard as a long time friend, Scholar, and wise sage who 

imparts aviation knowledge and experience.   He never gets it wrong, which is why he is here to teach us 
all today.   

 
Captain William (Bill Tinkler) UAL Retired, has a 50 year, unblemished safety record, 

recognized by FAA Citation and declaration on January 12, 2005. 
Congratulation Captain Tinkler 

 
Thanks Bill for your unwavering safety demonstration



 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 
 

SAFETY FIRST,  
FOREMOST, 

AND ALWAYS 


